21st Century Skills Odyssey


Think back to the library you had when you were in school. What do you remember about it?  What do you remember about the librarian? Was it a positive or negative experience? 

Indiana Study - 2007

Across grade levels, Indiana students tend to perform better on state tests where principals: valued teacher-library media specialists collaboration, supported flexible library scheduling, met regularly with the library media specialist, and had the library media specialists serve on key school committees.

At the elementary level, Indiana schools averaged better rest results where the library media specialist believed principals and teachers understood the library media specialist roles as school leader, curriculum designer, administrator, and teacher.

At the elementary level, Indiana schools averaged better test results where teachers initiated collaboration with the library media specialist and believed they were better teachers when engaged in such collaboration.

Both elementary and middle schools in Indiana tended to perform better on tests where the library media specialist took the initiative to provide teachers with resources needed to design instruction.

Like Indiana elementary schools, high schools tended to have better test results where teachers reported initiating collaboration with their library media specialist on the design and delivery of instruction.
Journey from Research to Reality

· What is so important about school libraries?

· Why do I need a certified library media specialist?

· Aren’t libraries going to be obsolete with all the technology we have?

· What is information literacy?

· What skills are students going to need for the 21sts Century?

Standards for the 21st Century Learner
· Inquire, think critically, 
and gain knowledge.

·  What does it look like?

·  Research Model

·  Indiana Academic Standards - LA #2

·  Covering content while building a foundation of information literacy skills.
· Draw conclusions, make informed decisions, apply knowledge to new situations, and create new knowledge.

·  What does it look like?

· Research Model

·  Indiana Academic Standards - LA #2

·  4th Grade French/Indian War Inquires
· Share knowledge and participate ethically and productively as members of our democratic society.

·  What does it look like?

·  Research Model

·  Indiana Academic Standards - LA #2 

· Animal Encyclopedia - Wiki 

· http://www.nobl.k12.in.us/
media/NorthMedia/index.htm
Click on 2nd Grade
Click on Animal Encyclopedia
· Pursue personal 
and aesthetic growth.

·  What does it look like?

·  Balancing student choice vs. content.

·  Flexible access to materials.

Common Beliefs from Standards for 21st Century Learner

· Reading

· Inquiry

· Ethical Behavior

· Technology

· Equitable Access

· Definition of Information Literacy

· Independent Learner

· Social Context

· School libraries essential!

Creating the 21st Century Library Media Program

· Vision

· Collaborative Environment

· Administrative Support

· Staffing

· Scheduling

· Collection / Resources

Connecting to 
School Improvement

·  Literacy

·  Reading

·  Writing

·  Math

·  Technology

·  Problem Solving

·  Technology
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· Lance, Keith Curry, Marcia J. Rodney, and Becky Russell. How Students, Teachers, & Principals Benefit From Strong School 
Libraries: the Indiana Study. RSL Research Group. Indianapolis: Association for Indiana Media Educators, 2007.

· McGhee, Marla M. and Barbara Jansen. The Principal’s Guide to a Powerful School Library. Columbus, OH: Linworth Publishing, 2005.

· Pitcher, Sharon M. and Bonnie Mackey. Collaborating for Real Literacy: Librarian, Teacher, and Principal. Columbus, OH: 
Linworth Publishing, 2004.

· School Libraries Work: Research Foundation Paper. New York: 
Scholastic Library Publishing, 2008. 

Contact Information

Vince Barnes, Principal

vince_barnes@mail.nobl.k12.in.us

Carl Harvey, Library Media Specialist

carl_harvey@mail.nobl.k12.in.us

North Elementary School
440 N. 10th Street
Noblesville, Indiana 46060
317.773.0482    FAX  317.776.6274
http://north.noblesvilleschools.org
Handouts posted at:

http://www.carl-harvey.com

Vision

What does your current library media program look like?

What is your vision for the library media program?  What is the potential?

Collaborative Environment

Do your teachers and library media specialist plan together?  Do they team teach?  Do they evaluate student work together?

What are road blocks to creating a collaborative environment?

Administrative Support

Are you supportive of the library media program?  Do you see the potential of what the library media program can offer?  What can you as the building administrator do to increase the potential for a powerful library media program?

Staffing

What kind of staffing do you have in your library media program?  Do you have a certified library media specialist?  Support staff?   What expectations can you have based on staffing?  What opportunities are out there to expand/improve on the staffing?

Scheduling

Do you operate the library media program as a special area or on a fixed schedule?  Flexible schedule?  Is there time for the library media specialist to co-plan with teachers?

Collection / Resources

What kinds of resources are available in your library media center?  Is the collection dated?  Are there current, relevant books and other resources?  Are students checking out these resources?  Are teachers integrating them into instruction?  What kind of budget do you provide the library media program?    
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What is one thing you can go back and try to increase the potential your library media program has on student achievement?

Indiana Principal Leadership Academy Winter Conference – 2008

Vince Barnes and Carl Harvey

